
[image: image2.jpg]Police K-9 teams 'recelve pet first aid tralmng

By Jacqueline Bennett
Correspondent

Wherever danger is the gravest, police
K-9 teams will be sent in. In light of that
reality, officers from the Windsor Police
Department’s two K-9 teams welcomed an
offer from Walt Piszchala to donate his
time and provide them with pet first aid
training.

Piszchala is owner/instructor for
Piszchala-Associates in Windsor, a crisis
intervention and health and safety training
and consulting firm. He majored in psy-
chology and minored in sociology at
Charter Oak College in Hartford.
Originally from Hartford, Piszchala lived
in South Windsor for several years and
moved to Windsor four years ago.

He has spent 33 years working with
children in residential facilities, as well as
residential staff, foster and adoptive par-
ents, social workers and community health
providers. It was while attending the most
recent annual Red Cross American Safety
& Health Institute convention in Florida,
that he decided to add pet first aid to his
services. It had been introduced as a new
curriculum. To provide the instruction,
Piszchala purchased equipment such as
“Casper,” a dog mannequin used for
demonstrations.

Not long ago, following an incident
involving a K-9 police dog in Bristol,
Piszchala said he felt compelled to call the
WPD and offer his services.

“l saw a news report on TV about a
Bristol police dog that was accidentally
shot by another officer. The police officer
that was the dog’s partner was cradling
the dog in his arms. That is when I decid-
ed to call the Windsor Police Department
and offer my services. | wanted to give
something back to the community and
I'm an animal lover,” Piszchala said in a
Feb, 4 interview, during a follow-up visit
to the Public Safety Complex.

“We, K9 teams, are the first ones
called to dangerous situations,” said
Officer John Simon, whose K-9 partner
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“The dogs are with uy almost 24/7,"
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For example, on Nov. 21, 2005, the
day of the murder-suicide in West
Hartford when police say state trooper
Victor, Diaz shot and killed his ex-girl-
friend, Ciara McDermott, a Newington
police school resource officer, Simon and
Kane were sent to the home of Diaz’s
brother in Windsor, where Diaz had been
living. Windsor’s other K-9 team, Officer
Steve Vesco and his partner Jag, were
placed on stand-by to respond to the mur-
der scene.

McDermott was the daughter of retired
Windsor Police Captain Peter McDermott.

“We were all devastated,” said Vesco.

“Police work is dangerous to begin
with and for K-9s, it is more dangerous.
We're sent to the most dangerous situa-
tions. Bank robberies, narcotics track-
ing, break-ins — we’re going in first,”
Vesco added. .

The importance of the pet first aid
training Piszchala gave Simon and Vesco
was punctuated when Vesco and Jag were
deployed with the regional SWAT team,
known also as the Northeastern Regional
Emergency Response Team, to a volatile
situation in Canton on Jan. 30. According
to Vesco, other than state police K-9
teams, he and Jag are the only “dedicated”
K-9 team for this area’s reglonal SWAT
squad.

In Canton police thought Joseph
Ambrose, a man wanted for savagely beat-
ing his wife and who was known to have
guns in his house, was holed up inside.
Two of his four children had been inside
but were brought out top safety by police.

“When the commanders made the deci-
sion to send Jag in, I thought to myself —
‘this is the big one.’ The guy had guns in
there. I knew, he would ghoot the dog
first,” Vesco said.

Drawing on his recent first aid train-
ing, Vesco said, he prepared. Vesco had
taken pet first aid in Westport in 1999 but
says there is new technology.

“1 prepared my equlpm%m. said
Vesco, | said good-bye to him.

Jag led the way and the rest of the
SWAT team, including Vesco, followed.

“There were a lot of crawl spaces,”
noted Vesco,
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Windsor Police Officer Steve Vesco and his K9 }mrtnor, Jag, look on as Walter Piszchala demon-
strates CPR on a dog mannequin outside the Public Safety Complex, as part of pet first aid training,

neighbor's homes but did not find
Ambrose. He was located by police and
arrested the next morning, reportedly
roaming along Rt. 44 near the Canton-New
Hartford line carrying a loaded handgun.

“We have the final say, " said Simon, in
regard to how a K-9 dog is utilized.

“We know their capabilities,” he
added.

“Otherwise, it's a suicide mission,”
said Vesco,

Using Casper, on Saturday, Piszchala
demonstrated how to perform CPR on an
animal by placing the mannequin on the
rear hood of a cruiser.

“They have to be laid on a flat sur-
face,” he explained.

He also demonstrated mouth-to
mouth resuscitation for an animal,
which is different from resuscitation for
adult humans when the nose is pinched
and breath is blown into only the
mouth. However, pet resuscitation is
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is blown into the nose and mouth.
The type of pet first aid courses he

offers have been accepted by the office of

Homeland Security as instruction
approved by the American Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty To Animals, accord-
ing to Piszchala. K-9 teams are considered
valuable by Homeland Security, surmised
Piszchala, due to the huge investment in
training. Plus, there is the emotional
investment, he noted.

Through the Windsor Adult Education
program Piszchala will offer a class on Pet
First Aid to be held March 7 from 6 to 9
p.m. Contact Marie Mips for information
at: 687-2000, ext. 273. A new member of
the Windsor Chamber of Commerce
Piszchala will present a seminag on March
16, titled, “Workplace Violence” from 6 to
8 p.m. For information about the seminar
call the CoC at: 688-5165.

Piszchala can be reached at 558-2689
or visit his Web site: www.piszchala-asso-
ciates.com.
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